Health Professions Council – Application for Genetic Counsellor Regulation

Update from the Genetic Counselling Statutory Regulation Steering Group (GCSRSG)

The GCSRSG are nearing completion of an application form for Statutory Regulation of Genetic Counsellors by the Health Professions Council (HPC). Regulation of genetic counsellors is vital for protection of the public ensuring only accredited genetic counsellors would be able to practice under this title. Patients would be safe in the knowledge that the “genetic counsellor” has the appropriate skills and training. Statutory regulation will develop and maintain the high quality of the profession in the future.

Over the last six months, the government has published the Foster report – a review of regulation of non-medical health professionals and subsequently a White Paper “Trust, Assurance and Safety – The Regulation of Health Professionals in the 21st Century”. These documents highlight the importance of statutory regulation and it is timely that this is prominent on the government’s agenda.

While the HPC has been fairly static in its membership, the White Paper recommends the HPC as the regulatory body most appropriate for taking on existing and emerging professions within the health service. This substantiates our decision to seek regulation by the HPC and allows the GCSRSG to continue to this end. In addition, the GCSRSG were very encouraged to find that our profession is actually mentioned in the White Paper (Chapter 7 p.82) as an emerging profession in which statutory regulation “may be necessary”.

We are not yet clear how the White Paper will influence the timing of our application. We have, as yet, been unable to meet with the HPC, following our initial cancelled meeting in June 2006. The HPC are likely to be busy with the recommendations laid out in the White Paper. In addition, the White Paper prioritises several existing professions for regulation (these are larger professional groups that have been in existence for a long time without regulation). We will let the AGNC membership know as soon as we have a clearer picture of when we will be able to take our application forward.

In the meantime, it is vital that we continue with our process of voluntary registration and the introduction of a Code of Conduct and Disciplinary Procedure as without these we will not be eligible to join the HPC.

What can you do to help?

Our aim is to be ready to proceed with our application as soon as a window becomes available. To this end, please continue to contact us with questions so that we can explore all issues with the HPC and respond to the membership in consultation prior to submission.

As part of our application form we need to submit written support for the statutory regulation of Genetic Counsellors. We have contacted the main professional and lay groups, but if you have any helpful contacts that would be willing to write a letter of support for our application, they would be gratefully received. The more support the better!
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