AGNC AWARDS

There are several awards which members of the AGNC may apply for. They are:

· Awards to recognise, promote and disseminate developments in genetic counselling practice which have a direct relevance to patient care. The annual AGNC GC and Trainee GC awards fall into this category.
· Short term awards are time limited by the amount held in the fund. They relate to specific opportunities or in remembrance of a colleague. The annual Barbara Carmichael award is the current award in this category.
· Study Awards which have been set up to encourage AGNC members to present and attend national and international meetings. These include the International travel award and the UK study award. Applications for these awards are considered three times a year in February, June and November.
ANNUAL AWARDS

1. AGNC GENETIC COUNSELLOR AWARD

This new award is open to all Genetic Counsellors who have been in post for a minimum of one year. 

£100 per year will be available for a maximum of 2 GCs.

Eligibility of Applicants

· To qualify for consideration applicants must be members of the AGNC and be employed as a genetic counsellor
· Only one award will be available per applicant 

· The award will be made for a written piece of work (maximum 1000 words) which relates to an important experience or activity within the individual’s role.
· The written piece of work will be published on the AGNC website.
2. AGNC TRAINEE AWARD

This new award is open to all Genetic Counsellor Trainees who may be supported by the Department of Health Training Scheme or by their host Genetics Unit.

£100 per year will be available for a maximum of 2 trainees.

Eligibility of Applicants

· To qualify for consideration applicants must be members of the AGNC and employed as a trainee genetic counsellor within a regional genetic unit.

· Only one award will be available per applicant 

· The award will be made for a written piece of work (maximum 1000 words) which relates to an important learning experience within the individual’s training.
· The written piece of work will be published on the AGNC website.
3. BARBARA CARMICHAEL MEMORIAL AWARD

The AGNC committee has received funds in the form of donations from colleagues of Barbara Carmichael who sadly died in 2005, to fund the above award. During her professional career Barbara and was very involved with the Fragile X Society. The award is intended to contribute to the cost of fees relating to an AGNC member attending a study day or conference relating to learning disabilities or Fragile X Syndrome. 
Eligibility of Applicants

· To qualify for consideration applicants must be members of the AGNC.

· Only one award will be available per applicant 

· To apply for the award please submit a letter via the BSHG Office for the attention of the AGNC stating what study opportunity or conference you wish to attend and how it is relevant to your own practice. It is a condition of acceptance of this award that the successful applicant will write a reflective article for the AGNC section of the BSHG newsletter. 
The following guidelines have been produced by the AGNC committee with the aim of making such awards in a fair and transparent way:

Applications

· Applications, marked for the attention of the AGNC committee, should be received by the BSHG Conference office by 30th April each year. 

· In the case of the GC and GC Trainee award the application should include the completed piece of written work submitted by the applicant.

· In the case of the Barbara Carmichael Award the supporting letter should be included with the application

Judging

· The AGNC committee will appoint a panel of judges to assess the work submitted and to determine the winner. 

· The panel of 3 judges will include an AGNC committee member and two full AGNC members.

· The judges will be asked to score the submission according to an agreed system to include standard overall, content and implications for practice.  

· The judgment of the panel will be final

Notification of the Award

· An announcement will be made at the AGNC AGM and the winners will also be notified by post/email.

STUDY/TRAVEL AWARDS
A sum of £600 is set aside annually from AGNC funds to support the study & travel awards. 

The award does not aim to pay full costs and a maximum of £100 will be set aside for each application.

If there are more applications than available funds priority will be given to those who are: 
    - Presenting platform presentations
    - First time presenters
    - Presenting significant new findings
    - Attending meetings most relevant to the aims of the AGNC.

A limit will be made on the amount of money used to support any one meeting i.e. EMPAG. Allocation of money will be monitored to ensure that a disproportionate amount of money is not supporting individuals employed by the same institution. Monies will be awarded at the discretion of the AGNC Committee and their decision is final.
INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL AWARD

This award has been set up to encourage and enable AGNC members to present and attend international meetings relevant to the field of genetic counselling. This award is separate to the AGNC travel award UK meetings meeting.
 
UK STUDY AWARD
This award is to encourage and enable AGNC members to present 
and/or attend UK study opportunities. For example: the AGNC Spring meeting, the annual BSHG meeting, CGS Spring meeting, Cancer Genetic Conference. 
The following guidelines have been produced by the Committee with the aim of awarding funds in a fair and transparent way 
Eligibility

· To qualify for consideration applicants must have been an AGNC and BSHG member for one year prior to the date of application. 
· Applications will be forwarded to the secretary of the BSHG to ensure membership payments are up-to-date.

· Successful applicants may not re-apply for a travel award until a 3 year period has expired between dates of application.

· No retrospective applications will be considered.

Applications

· Applicants should provide an informal application by email. This should be sent to the BSHG office for the attention of the AGNC Committee. This should include:
    - A brief CV
    - Abstract of presentation/reason for attendance
    - Rough breakdown of costs.

· The Committee will make a decision on outstanding applications at the first committee meeting after the following dates: 1st February, 1st June and 1st November.

· Applicants will be informed of the Committee’s decision by the end of Month following the committee meetings (i.e. April, July or December).
· A pre-requisite of accepting any sum from the AGNC for a study or travel award will be written feedback from the meeting which will be available to the AGNC membership i.e. inclusion in the newsletter or presentation at an AGNC meeting.
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