GCSRSG Flow Chart of Events towards Statutory Regulation of Genetic Counsellors 2001 - 2009



















2001 – Association of Genetic Nurses & Counsellors (AGNC) members vote to embark on a voluntary registration process establishing what is now called the Genetic Counsellor Registration Board (GCRB).  A rolling process of Masters level assessment for registration begins. Experienced genetic counsellors (GC’s), complete registration then train as assessors, allowing increasing numbers of GC’s to submit their portfolios.





 established  





May 2008 - GCSRSG meet with Michael Guthrie, Policy Manager, Policy & Standards at the HPC to review our draft application. The potential of dual registration for some GC’s is discussed. If genetic counsellors with other professional backgrounds wish to maintained their registration with e.g. the NMC this will not be a problem for the HPC. 





2006 – The Genetic Counsellor Statutory Regulation Steering Group (GCSRSG) is set up by the AGNC as an independent body to progress statutory regulation on behalf of the profession. The GCSRSG confirm The Health Professions Council (HPC) as the regulatory body most suited to our profession & begin to prepare our application 





July 2008 - GCSRSG representatives attend a HPC Council meeting to observe the formal presentation of the Society and College of Radiographers application for regulation in preparation for our own presentation.  











February 2007 - the Government White Paper “Trust, Assurance, Safety – The regulation of health professionals in the 21st Century” is published.  The Department of Health (DH) confirm the expansion of the HPC to include existing and emerging professional groups. Genetic Counsellors are named in the White Paper as an emerging profession. 








Secondary Assessor prepares pre-interview reports. Must be completed 6 weeks after submission date.











Reports sent to Board Advisor for consistency review and report amalgamation.  Board Advisor completes this in 2 weeks and returns amalgamated Assessment Document to both Assessors.  Once received Assessors discuss and prepare for interview.








March 2009 - HPC Council meet. If invited GCSRSG members aim to be ready to present our case on behalf of the GC profession. HPC will raise any questions about our application. If no information is outstanding a decision will follow either at this meeting or afterwards. If we are successful with our application, the exact details of what will follow will depend on the outcome of the EPRWG recommendations & the decisions of the National Advisory Group.





June 2008 - the GCSRSG are confirmed as ‘Stakeholders’ in the Extending Professional Regulation Working Group & GCSRSG members attend a Stakeholder Event in Newcastle.





November 2007 - The government set up the National Advisory Group which consists of 7 working groups to deal with aspects of professional regulation including the Extending Professional Regulation Working Group (EPRWG). This group will determine which professional groups should be prioritised for regulation based on risk to the public also which professions require statutory regulation.











Primary Assessor informs applicant of details of case notes etc. required at interview at least 2 weeks before.





December 2008 - HPC Council meet. The GCSRSG hope that it may be possible for the HPC to consider the Genetic Counsellors Application for Statutory regulation at this meeting. 








November 2008 - GCSRSG will formally submit the paper application to the HPC on behalf of the GC profession





Appeals against decision of the Board must be made within 28 days of notification letter.





December 2008 – EPRWG will make their final recommendations. 








November – 2008 GCSRSG will attend the final EPRWG Stakeholder Event.











